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Occasionally a landed estate, as it is officially called,
is sold by auction for non-payment of revenue; and
if the owner of the defaulting estate is dissatisfied,
he appeals to the commissioner to quash the auction
sale.    But it is very seldom  that an estate is sold at
auction, except with the wish and knowledge of the
owners.    An  auction-sale  conveys a clear and inde-
feasible title on the purchaser, who can thus afford to
pay a much higher price for the property than if he
attempted to buy it privately,  for where there are
many shareholders in an estate it almost passes the
skill of the most able legal  conveyancer to devise a
perfect title exhaustive of all previously existing rights
and encumbrances.    With regard to the other revenue
duties of a commissioner, they are more easily enume-
rated than they can be described or made intelligible.
He has to provide for the management of the estates of
minors, lunatics, and others, which have come under
the control of the Court of Wards.    He has to keep
an eye on   the  great gains or   losses  arising from
alluvion  and diluvion  along the banks of the huge
rivers which  sweep through Bengal, changing their
courses and washing away their banks, not merely by
a few yards, but sometimes by miles at a time.    The
commissioner has to look after the excise revenue of
the districts   under him.     He must   take   thought
regarding the application of the stamp laws, and be
prepared to  explain to   the Board of Revenue ~the~
reason why the stamp revenue increases in one district